When Two Faiths Meet 

Gen 18:17-19 The Lord said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him." ESV

1 Sam 3:19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The essence of the Christian walk can be summed up by saying, “it is a matter of faith” and though that be true, just one sermon or even a year's worth of sermons on faith cannot do the matter true justice.  If you have even come to church but a few times, chances are that you have heard a sermon on faith and yet you need to hear countless more because it is the principal thing of the New Testament Christian.  You ought to have this scripture memorized:

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and  that he rewards those who seek him. ESV  

You should memorize that, meditate upon it, and let it become a core thought for your life for it is the nail upon which everything else hangs.  Without faith it is impossible to please God.  You can have a whole lot else but without faith, it will all come to nothing.  And if you are to draw near to God – He has made Himself available, but now the issue is whether or not we will seek Him out and draw near to Him – you must believe!  You must believe that He exists and that He rewards those – as one translation puts it – that diligently seek Him.  If you do not have faith that God exists, you will never find proof that God exists because you will never find Him.  If you do not have faith that God will do what He said, then He will not for you will never please Him and meet the conditions of His Word.  

I know that perhaps some who know the Bible well here might take exception with my comments that faith is the principal thing, “Ahh” you might say, “but the book of Proverbs says that Wisdom is the principal thing,” it is, but you will never get Godly wisdom unless you have faith in the God who gives it.  It is of utmost importance to get Wisdom, but without faith in God to act on His Word and believe Him and seek Him out, you will never obtain wisdom that He gives because you will never draw near to He who doles it out.  It's like arguing over whether the treasure upstairs in the second story of a house is more important than the stairs themselves.  The treasure is the principal thing, but if the stairs are missing, then they become the principal thing, because you cannot get to the treasure without the help of the stairs being in the right place.  So is faith, the ladder or the key that opens us to everything that God has for us!  Without faith it is impossible to please Him!  

With that in mind, let us consider that there are several directions of faith in our world.  First – and often the one that we focus on the most in church – is our faith in God.   Secondly, there is the faith that other people put in you.  I believe that placed in the proper order, this will be a natural byproduct of the other two being as they should.  Thirdly, but certainly not least in importance, is a direction of faith that we rarely talk about, but that I would like to bring to the forefront in your minds and spirits today and that is the faith of God, meaning the faith that God has in you and/or I.  This matters almost as much as the first one, our faith in God.      

Let me deal with the second, briefly:  it is a mistake to live your life chiefly for people to believe in you – caring most about what people think and trying to please them.  You want people to believe in you, yet that cannot be the central thought.  For if I please God and nobody else, then my life has been a success and I will be saved for eternity.  On the other hand, though I were to please all men all of the time – an impossibility, I know, yet if it were so – and yet I did not please God, then I am a failure.  Why then, do we spend so much time and effort on worrying about what others think?  

The answer is to take care of the first and the third and the second will take care of itself!  That is, if I will have great faith in God and God has great faith in me, then the people who are Godly and even some that are not will have faith in me also.  And, frankly, if I am pleasing to God and people who love Him have faith in me, then why should I care about what those who do not know Him, do not have faith in Him, and who do not draw close to Him, think?  Some of you would be much happier if you would stop trying to live your life to please everybody and just please Him!  In doing so, you would please the people who should be pleased and who cares about the rest!  Let two faiths come together in your life and the third will take care of itself!  

_______________________________________________________________________  

Our text in Genesis is the words of God Almighty about Abraham.  There is no greater example of faith in scripture than Abraham to the point of He being called “the father of the children of faith.”  Abraham was mightily blessed by God in all sorts of great ways and, although some people had much faith in Abraham as a result of these blessings, really that was not the principal point.  The reason for Abraham's great blessings was that in his life, two faiths met:  the first being that Abraham had great faith in God and the second that God had great faith in Abraham.  

That second one sounds funny doesn't it?  That it would even be possible for the great God of glory to have faith in a human being; that He would even want to have faith.  And yet Abraham's success spiritually was not just a result of His faith in God, but also God's faith in Him!  In the passage that we read for our text, God spoke of Abraham and said:

Gen 18:17-19 The Lord said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised him." ESV  

God is about to go down and destroy Sodom and Gomorrah for their wanton sinfulness and He is speaking to the angels.  Before He went to destroy the nearby cities, God wanted to tell Abraham of what was about to happen because Abraham had family living nearby and even in the cities.  God was giving Abraham the chance to intercede on behalf of Lot and his family.  

The ESV, although a good translation, somewhat obscures the literal Hebrew here and so does the NIV.  Other translations do not have verse 19 with God saying, “For I have chosen him, that he may command his children.”  Instead they have, “For I know him, that he will command his children.”  To its credit, the ESV has a footnote on that verse and gives the literal reading at the bottom of the page.  

The point is that God was saying to the angels, “I know Abraham and I know what he will do.  He will command his children in ways of righteousness and teach them to serve only me.  He will lead his family and household to keep the way of the Lord by doing right.  And because of this, I will be able to keep the promises to Abraham of all that I have said.  I know this, so I need to go talk to him about what I'm about to do that will indirectly affect him.”

We know that Abraham had great faith in God for the scriptures tell us this over and over again.  Abraham listened to God when He told him to leave his homeland full of idolatry and go to a land that God would eventually show him.  Abraham entered several covenants with God and followed God carefully.  And Abraham's faith was imputed to him as righteousness, which means that it saved him.  But this verse of our text is something else, it is showing us that there was another faith in the equation, the faith of God in Abraham.  You and I are free-will moral agents which means that we are not robots and we can do and act as we please.  God will not force us to obey nor will He make us submit, but desires that we obey by our own volition.  And here God expresses that He has great faith in Abraham, thus the closeness and the special blessings.  Though Abraham is not a robot, yet God says, “I know him and I know what he will do!”  And when the faith of Abraham in this Great God was matched by this Great God having great faith in him, the result was not only a life of glory and God's great power, but a man who literally changed the course of history and not only of his family, but of the entire human race!  

Such ought to be the desire of our lives also!  I want to have faith in God and I must have faith in God, but somewhere I also want my life to be a place where two faiths come together and that it can be said that God has faith in me!  I want the God of glory to be able to say, “I know them and I know that they will do right.”  “I trust them so that I can bless them!”  “I have faith in them!”  

I don't want to be like the false prophet Balaam who had faith in Jehovah God and truly believed that if he would sacrifice to him, that God would answer and He did, but the problem was that Balaam's faith was not reciprocated by God and God had no faith in Balaam.  God knew that Balaam couldn't be trusted because of the greed and the carnality and the self-will that was in his heart.  Oh, God knew Balaam, but He wasn't able to say of him as He did of Abraham, “I know Him that he will do right.”  God had to send an angel with a flaming sword and make a donkey speak to the prophet and still didn't get through to him!  Balaam knew that God would do what He said He would do, but didn't live faithful so that God could have faith in Him and the result was a disaster and a frightful eternity.

You must have faith in God, but even more than that, you must have God have faith in you.  Your actions, what is really in your heart, and your true motives are all things that God's sees.  God knows you.  He is never impressed or fooled by outward show of religious things if the inside doesn't match what is being expressed on the inside.  He is never impressed by great, swelling words of prayer and being able to say the right thing – a talent some people seem to have.  He is impressed by genuineness and faithfulness; by those who are what they claim to be and who do not play games; by those who are consistent in their faith of Him.  It is those who become the people where two faiths meet, their faith in God joined to God's faith in them!  He is able to say, “I know them and they will...”  and when those two faiths meet there is nothing in this world and in hell below that can stop God's blessings, God's purpose, and God's will!  Oh, I want to have faith in God and I also want to live and act and be such a man where God can have faith in me!  I want what happens when two faiths meet!

______________________________________________________________________      

It is written about us that every man has a measure of faith given to him.
  You have the ability to believe and trust God or at least you did at one time.  Every man and woman ever born is given that measure of faith.  What you do with it is up to you.  Some people squander that measure of faith and never plant it in good ground of their heart and it dies and perishes.  Some people hold on only to that measure of faith and never let it grow into great faith.  Do you remember Jesus' words after the centurion had expressed his belief that He could heal his daughter?  “I have not found so great a faith in all of Israel.”  There are degrees of faith.  There is such a thing as small faith and great faith, of awesome faith and of pathetic faith.  And it all comes back to what we do with it.  Jesus said in one place:

Matt 17:20 He said to them,  "Because of your little faith. For  truly, I say to you,  if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed,  you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move, and  nothing will be impossible for you." ESV

We often slaughter the meaning of this passage by what we have heard preached from it.  Jesus did not say, “If you have faith the size of a grain of mustard seed.”  Rather He said, “if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed.”  The only other place that mustard seed is mentioned in scripture is in the figure of it being planted and growing into a tree that birds can lodge in the branches.  The mustard seed then and even now doesn't naturally grow as big as a tree.  Jesus was speaking of supernatural growth, a growth far beyond what is normal, a growth that exceeds all man-made expectations; a growth that has no normal limits as we tend to think.  

When Jesus said, “if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed” He was not saying, “if you just have a little faith.”  You've had the Sunday School teacher, perhaps, hand you the little seed and say, it just takes a little faith to move a mountain.  That is not what Jesus was saying.  If that were so, then every man could do great things for God because all men start out with a measure of faith.  A “measure” is certainly a whole lot more than one small seed.  Even if you were to purchase a “small measure” of mustard seeds in the story for a buck, it would have more than one mustard seed within it.  Jesus was not saying that you just need little faith, rather He was saying that you must have faith that – like the mustard seed – will grow and grow and grow, even supernaturally beyond what you thought possible.  By saying “faith as a grain of mustard seed,” He is saying that we must have faith without limits and faith without a ceiling.  That we must continue to allow faith to expand until it goes far beyond what is possible through human means and to human reasoning.  If we have that sort of faith, then no mountain cannot be removed!  

Now if this be so that each man is given a measure of faith and that our faith is possible to grow into something great, then it must also be true of God's faith in you and I.  We have seen from our texts that God can have faith in humans.  And it is a remarkable but true thought that apparently God has a measure of faith in every human being to start with.  And it follows that it is up to us to allow that faith of God in us to grow.  

Are you with the preacher this morning?  I'm speaking of some of the highest concepts yet I feel that we must get these things.  I want my life to be a place where two faiths meet, my faith in God and His faith in me because when these two faiths meet, the results are incredible and the greatest promises of God are opened to us!  Just as I want to grow in my faith in God, I also want God's faith in me to grow stronger!  So grasp the point:

God has a measure of faith in every human being.

God believes in you.  God believes in you more than you believe in yourself.  Even when you didn't know Him, He knew you and believed that you could do great things.  One of the hardest part of being a pastor is trying to convince people to believe about themselves what God believes about them and not what other people, their past, or even their own heart tells them.  People who have little self-worth live dangerously and sinfully for they think that there is no point.  But when you begin to realize the value of what you have been given in your life and of who you are in God's eyes, that is when the lifestyle begins to change.  Living righteously is always a matter of a person getting a correct view of their value as God sees it.  And God has a measure of faith in every person alive.

Want proof of that?  Have you ever heard about a place called Golgotha where Jesus Christ, the Son of God, which is to say God in flesh, was crucified for you and I?  Somebody needs to be reminded yet of this:

Rom 5:7-8 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that  while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. ESV    

Whoa!  Do you realize that He died for us without one promise that any of us would respond to His love or live for Him?  Do you realize that He didn't solicit a promise from us before going to Calvary, saying, “if you'll do this and this and this, then I'll pay the price for your sin.”  Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things unseen; it is acting on what you believe to be true before you see come to pass.  Is it not true, then that God has great faith in every person to start out with?  That He would act on the vision of what they could be, even before they were born, and pay the price in advance?  Did He not die for you so that you could live for Him and overcome your sin and generational curses and live with Him forever?  He had no promise that anybody would respond, and in fact went to the cross after every one of His closest disciples had deserted Him and fled from Him, yet He went anyway!  Jesus Christ has faith in every person – He acted in advance just on the possibility that you might receive His sacrifice and Word!

What about His Word?  Is not God going to come to this earth and judge it with fire as He did Sodom and Gomorrah in Abraham's day?  Those of you that nodded your agreement with that statement, how do you know that?  How are you aware of God's plans for the future?  Is it not because He has told you what He was going to do ahead of time?  Has He not written the future in His Word and made a way for you and I to have a copy?  He did that with Abraham and He has done with every one of you that has access to a Bible.  He foretold the destruction to Abraham because He knew that Abraham had loved ones that would be affected and He wanted Abraham to be able to act and intercede so that they might be spared.  Is this not the same reason that He has given us this forewarning today?  The judgment is coming and this heaven and earth will melt away in a fervent heat – and you and I have loved ones that will be affected.  Yet, the faith of God is that He believes that you and I will do something about it so He has told us in advance.  Not everybody will be saved, but some will because of the actions of some people whose lives were where two faiths meet.  

What God reserved for only Abraham, God has made readily available to you and I today.  He has even more than a measure of faith in you!  He believes in you!  He believes that things could be different in your life!  Oh that you would believe it!  If I had all of the faith in God that was possible, and yet God did not receive or respond to that faith and was a distant God – He is not, but just suppose that He was – would all my faith in the world matter, then?  God is a God that does respond to great faith so the point is moot, but what is still an issue is what if we turn it around and do to God what He does not do to us?  That He would have faith in us and yet we ignore it and refuse to acknowledge or respond to it?  That He would die for us to be born again and we would refuse the gift?  That He would see what could be in our lives and yet we would listen to all of the other lies that tell us what we must be over what He says we could be and so we would stay the same?  God believes in you more than you believe in yourself!  You and I are not as faithful and righteous as Abraham was and yet what God did only for one man in the Old Testament, He has done to every person under the sound of my voice today:  He has come to earth to draw close to you, He has revealed His future so that you and I could act on it, and He has expressed faith in what you could be.  But what will you do with His faith in you?  Reject it?  Ignore it?  No, my friend, let it grow!  The weather outside, spiritually is frightful – let your faith in God grow and let His faith in you grow:  let it grow, let it grow, let it grow!

_____________________________________________________________________

This leads us to something else that is very important:

God allows us to be tested so that faith can grow.

God tempts no man to sin, but He does test those whom He loves.  He allows life's winds to blow contrary to us, He permits storms to come up from time to time, He sometimes tells His followers, “we're going to the other side” and then creates the storm for the middle of the journey to see if you truly have faith in His Word that has already been spoken.

He tests us so that our faith might grow.  If I trust Him and see that God is faithful, then will not my faith in God grow?  But there is another side to this that you must consider carefully and that is God tests us also so that His faith in us might grow.  That is, sometimes God tests us to see how we'll respond when faced with something so that He can bless us even more.  

He tests us sometimes with blessings, for if small blessings destroy our walk and faithfulness to Him, then certainly He cannot bless us with greater blessings.  He will not put more on us that we can bear and that is not necessarily a negative scripture.  Some people wonder why they never have greater blessings and it sometimes is because they have not been faithful in the day of small blessings.  Are your actions in your present situation that of causing God to believe in you and be able to say, “I know them and they will do what is right in all circumstances...” or is it “ I know them and know that they will not be able to live for me in all circumstances, and yet they are praying for greater blessings so let's repeat this test?”  

And He tests us with negative storms and circumstances.  A faith untried and unproved is a false and worthless faith and that is what the writings of Simon Peter tell us.  Go open your Bible sometime and read his words:

1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in  praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. ESV

Faith that has been tested and proven genuine is precious to Jesus Christ!  Someone who can be faithful in the worst of times, can certainly be trusted with eternal life in heaven!  And so it is more than just your faith growing, but tests and trials form a place in your life where two faiths can meet and that is where the blessing of God comes!  

Some people profess faith and then when it is tested, their measure of faith that God has in them shrinks because He discovers that He cannot trust them to be faithful.  But I want my faith in God as well as God's faith in me to grow!  

Do you remember Job?  God had faith in him for it was God who brought him up to Satan as an example of faithfulness and righteousness.  And Job fulfilled the great faith that God had in him by refusing to curse God or turn away although God allowed Satan to take everything from him to test him.  The result was Job became a life where two faiths meet and even greater blessings came to Job in the end.  But why did God have great faith in Job?  It was because Job had been faithful through other trials in his life before the book begins.  Nobody just has one season of testing – Job had been through things before and had been faithful therefore God's faith in him grew to the point that God used his life as an example to Satan that not everybody lives for the moment or for lesser means!  

We could say the same for Daniel, David, Noah, Simon Peter, and the Apostle Paul.  God put them in circumstances in their life where they could trust Him or not, be faithful or not.  In our other text, we read what was written about the prophet Samuel:

1 Sam 3:19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. ESV  

That is a startling statement!  The young man Samuel grew and the Lord was with him and what we would expect to say next is that “and Samuel did all that the Lord commanded in His word.”  What we would expect it to say next would be “and Samuel did not let any of the word of the Lord fall to the ground unobserved and unfulfilled.”  But what it says is that “the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.”  The “his words” refers to Samuel's words.  Samuel had great faith in God and as he grew in his faith, he passed the tests so that God began to believe in Samuel to the point that if Samuel said something was to be, the Lord would back him up and cause it to be so.  That's a great faith!  That's a life where two faiths meet!  The Lord had such great faith in whatever Samuel might pray, that He had decided to answer it no matter what it was ahead of time.  That testifies of a young man, trusting God, passing the test, and being faithful no matter what so that no only did his faith in God grow, but God's faith in him grew!

God has faith in you, or the cross would have never happened, He would have never come to earth, and you wouldn't have access to His Word, but what are you doing with the measure of faith that God has in you?  How are you responding to the test?  How are you responding to the storm and the situation in your life that God may have allowed to come to test you?  Though it might be hard to learn, yet it is true that sometimes what we go through is not just about getting a deliverance at the end and having greater faith in God, but so that God can see if He can have greater faith in us!  He wants our lives to be a place where two faiths meet so that His glory and power can be better manifest!  The incredible and highest things of God are reserved for when two faiths meet!  

What this world needs is more people whose lives are where two faiths meet!  What this lost world is someone whom God has faith in, to pray for them and to intercede for them.  This world needs more faith-filled Christians, but not just Christians who have great faith in God, but who also have been faithful so that God has great faith in them.  God needs people whom He can trust to be true and faithful despite some things coming in their life so that others can see the power of a soul sold out to Him!  This world will wax worse and worse – His word tells us that – but He needs people whom He can trust to follow Him, work for Him, and live for Him despite what is coming.  God wants you and I to be a life like Abraham, and Samuel and like so many others, where two faiths meet!  For such a life is what will change the world both here locally and globally!

________________________________________________________________________

One final thought:  I'm struck by our texts at how early in the lives of Abraham and Samuel these statements were made.  Abraham would live many, many years after that statement and Samuel was still a young man when it was said that the Lord would not let his word fall to the ground.  Samuel had yet to deal with the carnal Saul and his own sons.  Abraham would have a regrettable actions in lying about his wife to Abimelech.  He would still have the years where he clung to Ishmael over Isaac as God's promised seed.  That is why in the 22nd chapter we find God asking him to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice, something unthinkable from the true God!  Yet Abraham climbed the mountain and raised the knife only to have God stop him with these words:

Gen 22:12 He said,  "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for  now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." ESV  

“For now I know!”  Say that with me, what it was that God said!  “For now I know.”  Just as our faith in God can grow less and not greater, so can God's faith in us.  God was saying, “Abraham, you passed many a test and I trust you, but your actions lately have caused me to wonder if I can still trust you.  My faith in you was growing weaker, so I tested you again, asking for the most precious thing that you have, but now I know!”  And God spoke again:

Gen 22:16-18 and said,  "By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring  as the stars of heaven and  as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess  the gate of his enemies, 18 and  in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,  because you have obeyed my voice." ESV

“Now I know, Abraham, and because I have great faith in you, I that cannot lie will swear by my blessings to you.”  “Your life and example and offspring will change the world and you shall be blessed!”  Such is the result of someone who not only has great faith in God that grows and grows and grows, but who acts and believes and obeys so that God's faith in them grows and grows and grows!  You become someone where two faiths meet, and although that does not guarantee you a perfect life without any trouble, it does guarantee the eternal blessings of God.  

What could be greater?  Act in faithfulness towards your God!  Be strong and courageous and trust Him even if deliverance does not come as you thought it should.  And He will use you to reach this generation and He will sustain your Word, even as you have upheld His!  And you will discover that you have great worth for you are a life that shows His greatness for that is what happens when two faiths meet!
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